
From Genesis to Revelation, water arcs through the Bible, 
courses through the scriptures, shapes the landscape of the 
sacred text, surfaces again and again in the story of the 
people of God. Nearly always it is a sign of God’s 
provision, God’s providence, God’s care for those whom 
God has claimed. By the time we see Jesus meeting John at 
the Jordan in this Sunday’s gospel lection, we have already 
been swimming in the stories: of God giving a stream to 
Eden, of Hagar receiving wellsprings in her desperate 
wilderness, of Moses striking the rock that gave water to a 
thirsty and wandering people. We have read the tale of 
Jacob meeting Rachel by a well, the psalmist’s words 
about still waters that comfort and restore, and the 
prophet’s proclamation of the God who “will pour 
water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry 
ground.” Again and again, God’s provision breaks through 
and springs forth in the form of water. 

And here, the first time Jesus takes the stage as an adult, we 
see him come to the Jordan. This is the river in which, 
generations before, priests bearing the ark of the covenant 
had stood, stopping the waters so that the entire, long-
journeying children of Israel could pass through to the other 
side. This is the river that Elijah struck with his mantle so 
that he and Elisha could cross, moments before Elijah’s 
dramatic ascension amid the blazing horses and chariots of 
fire. It is Jordan that Elisha tells the leprous Naaman to wash 
himself in and be cleansed, Jordan that King David crosses 
with all of Israel as he prepares to fight the Arameans, 
Jordan that traces a path through Israel’s history. It is a 
mythic river that Jesus wades into, and we watch him 
become drenched in its very real waters as he receives 
John’s baptism. 

As Jesus rises from this ancient river, he is the recipient of 
all the graces that water signifies, imbued with the layers of 
symbolism and story and blessing that these waters convey. 
Yet he is not only recipient of this; as the waters of baptism 
roll off him, Jesus is also sign: this drenched and dripping 
Messiah embodies and shows forth in fullness just how far 
God will go to provide for and restore God’s people. 

Here at Jordan, I find my eye drawn to the yielding that 
takes place in this river. When Jesus first approaches him, 
John challenges this baptism-seeking savior: “I need to be 
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” he says to his 
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cousin. “Let it be so now,” Jesus urges him, his words an 
echo of the “Let it be” that his mother offered to the angel 
long ago, on the day that the same Spirit descended upon 
her. And just like that, the locust-and-honey-eating Baptist 
of the wilderness, who only a few verses earlier was railing 
at the Pharisees and Sadduccees and speaking of vipers and 
axes, winnowing forks and fire, falls silent. Gives in. Yields 
to Jesus like a stone yielding to the river that washes over it. 

Jesus, too, does his own yielding. He places himself in 
John’s hands, leans into the liminal space of the ritual, gives 
himself up to the river and what it offers, gives in to the path 
that lies ahead of him. It is not a passive action that Jesus 
undertakes here. This is not the gesture of a man resigned to 
his fate; he is not letting his circumstances wash over him. 
Christ does not take part in—or call us to—blind 
acceptance. The yielding that Jesus engages in—and John, 
too—requires a different kind of strength, a different set of 
muscles than those involved in straining and striving and 
struggling to move forward. This yielding calls forth a 
courage born of recognizing the path to which we are called, 
and ceasing to fight against it: to give ourselves to its flow, 
to let it work on us, as the river does with the stone. 

As we move into this new year and this new liturgical 
season, what muscles are you using? In the midst of 
working and reaching and pushing, is there a place where 
God might be inviting you to yield, to give in, to give 
yourself up, so that the grace of God may wash over you? Is 
there a ritual, a 
sacramental act, a 
liminal space that 
you need to lean 
into? Who could 
you ask to meet 
you there; who 
could help you 
say, “Let it be”? 

In these days, 
may you know 
when to push, and 
when to give in, 
and may the grace 
and the power of 
God drench you 
and bear you 
along. Blessings. 

Click here to read this week’s Scriptures 
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Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 
 

How would you summarize the servant's functions or 
duties according to verses 1-9?  What is the scope of the 
servant's ministry (vv. 4, 6)?  In what ways does the 
description of the servant and his ministry foreshadow our 
Lord's person and work?  In what respect or respects does 
this passage challenge you—your character, your service?  
Every word of God is a promise—what he says, he will 
do. Look in this chapter at the verbs which God is the 
subject of. Which one or ones can you take as a personal 
promise of God to you now?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____Psalm Reading:  Psalm 29 

 
The psalmist addresses a specific audience in verse 1—
"mighty ones." Why do you think he speaks to them?   
David urges his audience to "ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength (v. 1). How does his psalm accomplish this?  
How does observing the power of God in both nature and 
in his own actions help us understand the nature and role 
of worship in our lives. Sometimes God uses a storm to 
draw our attention to him and cause us to fall before him 
in awe, but he also "blesses his people with peace." How 
can this passage help you to better understand the ways of 
God and his workings in your life?  Quiet Time Bible Study, 
InterVarsity Press 

 
____3rd Reading: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter began his sermon by stating the spiritual 
consequences of what he had learned about Gentiles. Not 
only may we associate with people of other nations, but 
God willingly accepts them without partiality or respect 
of persons.  Our standing before God is not determined by 
race, nationality, or other physical conditions for which 
we are not responsible. What matters is our faith and 
conduct toward God.  What had Peter learned about those 
whom God accepts?  How has the impartiality of God 
affected your life? How should it affect the way you treat 
people?  Has it?  How is He calling you to grow and 
change? Bible Study Lessons and Topical Bible Studies.com 

____4th Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 
 

How were you baptized, as an adult, infant or? How do 
you see baptism now, has your view or reverence 
changed?  How important is baptism?  If you were John 
how would you have handed Jesus request, considering 
you were baptizing for repentance and He was free of 
sin?  Why did Jesus submit to John's Baptism? 

What does Jesus' willingness to be baptized suggest 
about him?  The coming of Christ either demands 
repentance or brings judgment. In what ways do you 
need to better prepare for his return?  Think of people 
around you who have rough places or valleys in their 
lives. How can you help them smooth out the rough 
places or fill in the valleys in preparation for Jesus' 
coming?  Into Thy Word and Quiet Time Bible Study, 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of all righteousness, 
we need the life and grace  
that you alone can give.  
Open the heavens to us 
and pour out your Holy Spirit 
so that we may live as your beloved 
children; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 
Presbyterian Mission Agency 

“Beauty is to the spirit 
what food is to the 
flesh. A glimpse of it in 
a young face, say, or 
an echo of it in a song 
fills an emptiness in 
you that nothing else 
under the sun can. 
Unlike food, however, it 
is something you never 
get your fill of. It leaves 
you always aching with 
longing not so much 
for more of the same 
as for whatever it is, 
deep within and far 
beyond both it and 
yourself, that makes it 
beautiful.”  

~ Frederick Buechner 

Acts 10:35 - The new John 3:16? 

Given how quickly we USAmerican Christians 
divide and denounce and declare one another 
heretical, could it be that we need to hear this story 
even more than we need to hear the all-too-familiar 
and all-too-comfortable Resurrection tale? Could it 
be we need this story to save us from our arrogance 
and complacency? How might it change the church, 
change us, change me, if Acts 10:35 was our lead-off 
hitter, our first responder, our top go-to text? 

Those questions haunt me and I hope to explore them 
further. But the hardest question here is one the text 
asks of me: What categories am I using to judge and 
forbid people? Who am I excluding from the family 
of God? How am I subverting God’s subversion of 
exclusivity? 

By Dave Buerstetta, read the complete 
article at The Hardest Question…. 
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